


ofnewtunes,butitalsosparksintensepercep.oftimea n dplacestemmingfromthecontextoftheexchange.Themixtape"event"integrates

fi ndshortcutsintoexpansivemusichistories.



soundtrack,bridgingthehistoricalandpresent
a shufflinginventoryofshirt-signs.Thetem-

peramentofa n ygigcorrelateswithwhatteesare

Chaosi nTejas2011)opposedtoonesclearlybentto-
a singleideology.Thisbestvibeisbroughtout

bookedwitheclecticlineupswherecontactwiththe

a diverserangeofinputs,thepotentialsincreasefor



revealingstrategiesforinquiry-basedprojects

(mostlynon-serious)Risopublishingactivity(pro-

2013-2016—concurrentwi ththeexcitement

clearthattees(totestoo)andbookswerebecoming
increasinglysymmetricalasdesiredobjectsinthe

meanstoanend.Thenwe thought:ifteesprovokea



givesuscouragetocontinuecreativework.tivelyit'samatterofreal-recognize-real.Whenyoufindsomethingthatmovesyouemotionallyorintel-lectually,there'sanimpulsetopassiton.ThinkNewton'sThirdLawbutwithideas.Competitiveideologysuppressestheurgetosharewhat'svaluable

thenitbecomesa matterofmappingthepersonal
ontoourlargersocialcontext.We'realwaysseeking
thelargestoverlapbetweenwhatwelikeandwhat
couldbeusefult othewidestrangeofpeersbothto-
dayandforposterity.Thetaskistocreatevalueby



fortoday?Whatthinkersmightbejustbelow
surfacetoa largegroupofpeople?Arewe being

constructivetowardsanopenandcollaborativeso-
cietybynudgingspecifictopics?Whatpathwaysare

tomakeapotentideabothlegibleandcom-
plex?Dowe haveenoughunderstandingtoeffective-
lytranslateanidea?We bootwhatotherswon't.We knowthere's
inspirationtuckedawayinremoteinstitutions/dis-
ciplinesthathavepotentialtobenefita wideraudi-
ence.We trytodemystifytheseideasandreverse
radicalmonopolies.Alternatively,we likefishinout
ideasbakedintopop-culturethatareoftenmissed



sualcommunicationifnotcriticism,comment,report-
ing,andteaching?

Weacknowledgetheveryrealtensionbetweena
co-optive,cynical"bootingfromabove"anda sup-
portive,convivial"bootingfrombelow."We associate
withthelatterasourpracticehasstayedDIYand
independentfrom the start,but thatfactalone doesn't
automaticallyclearonefromdoingdamage.Bootleg-
gingbecomes dangerousintwomainways:banalizing
andocculting.Banalizationhappensbyfetishizing
history,reproducingstereotypes,atrophyingmemory
bydistillingitintorigidicons,calcifyingthought
(thinkCheteesoranyteesthatprioritizeappearance
oversubstance).Wefightthisbyarrangingconstella-
tionsofunusualimagesthatcrisscrossdisciplinesand
timelines,explodinghistoryintopathwaysthatrequire
deeperreadings.Insteadofworshipinghistory,we put



thing.Ateebecomesacosmology,a saladofpictures,
anda webofknowledgewithmultipleentryand
pointsintoenrichingstories.

Thetopics,ideas,andimagesweengagewith

shirts).Recentlyitretainsthoseelementsoffandom,butthereleasesarepushingthe




